[Campylobacter pylori and diseases of the stomach].
In spite of extensive clinical studies the pathogenicity of Campylobacter pylori in various diseases of the stomach is still not fully elucidated. In peptic ulcer Campylobacter pylori has not provided a reasonable explanation for the localized and solitary development of ulcer lesion which is one of characteristic features of this clinical entity. Our previous clinical study revealed that relapse occurs mostly at or near the scar of the preceding ulcer lesion and occurs more often in red scar than in white scar in peptic ulcer. Therefore, the scar was chosen to investigate whether there is a correlation between Campylobacter pylori and relapse. Twenty patients with healed gastric ulcer were biopsied in duplicate at 4 different sites, namely at the center of and near the scar of the preceding ulcer lesion, in the body and pyloric antrum. One of the duplicate specimen was stained, and the other cultured. Number of the colony observed on the plate was highest at the scar center followed by near the scar or in the body, and the pyloric antrum showed the lowest. Campylobacter pylori was detected in 46.7% of red scar, and 20% of white scar. Campylobacter pylori may play a pathogenic role in some patients of peptic ulcer, but not in all. Namely Campylobacter pylori is one of factors which may cause in imbalance between offensive and defensive powers at gastric mucosa and may lead to development of ulcer lesion. In case of positive bacteriological test, therefore, as to presence of Campylobacter pylori, the preventive measure for relapse such as bismuth preparation may be considered.